Dorcas Hoar: The Fortune Teller Spared for Her Soul's Survival
[00:00:00] 
Josh Hutchinson: Welcome to The Thing About the Salem Witch Trials. I'm Josh Hutchinson. This week we examine the life of Dorcas Gally Hoar, who was condemned to die and yet survived the witch-hunt.
Sarah Jack: This is Sarah Jack. Dorcas Hoar was born in about 1635, the daughter of John and Florence Galley. In about 1655, she married William Hoar.
Josh Hutchinson: According to the testimony against her, Dorcas had an unorthodox lifestyle for Puritan Massachusetts, choosing to tell fortunes and operate a theft ring from her home in Beverly.
Sarah Jack: On April 30th, 1692, Thomas Putnam and Jonathan Walcott filed a complaint against Dorcas Hoar and five other individuals, accusing them of afflicting Mary Walcott, Mary Lewis, Abigail Williams, Ann Putnam Jr., Elizabeth Hubbard, and Susannah Sheldon.
Josh Hutchinson: So pretty much all of the core afflicted girls, that's them [00:01:00] right there. That same day, magistrates John Hathorne and Jonathan Corwin issued a warrant for the arrest of Philip English, Sarah Morey, and Dorcas Hoar. The justices instructed Marshal George Herrick to bring the suspects to Nathaniel Ingersoll's tavern in Salem Village on Monday, May 2nd.
Sarah Jack: According to his notation on the warrant, Herrick indeed arrested Dorcas Hoar and Sarah Morey on May 2nd and took them to Ingersoll's. However, he was unable to find Philip English, who had fled to Boston to hide with his friends.
Josh Hutchinson: After Dorcas was delivered to Ingersoll's, the magistrates John Hathorne and Jonathan Corwin interrogated her in front of her accusers, the afflicted people, and a large portion of the village was there observing it. And Salem Village minister Samuel Parris wrote the official notes of the proceeding, though he had a daughter and a niece who were afflicted [00:02:00] supposedly.
Sarah Jack: As soon as Dorcas was led into the room, these afflicted girls seemed to fall into fits. Elizabeth Hubbard claimed that Dorcas had afflicted her ever since a week ago on Sunday, April 24th. She also accused Dorcas of choking her own husband.
Josh Hutchinson: Abigail Williams claimed that she had seen Dorcas Hoar's apparition since even before she saw the specter of Tituba, which she had seen or claimed to see as early as February 26th.
Sarah Jack: And Tituba was the very first named witch, and Abigail Williams was the first witch namer.
Josh Hutchinson: Yes.
Sarah Jack: Ann Putnam Jr. stated that Dorcas had afflicted her since a week ago Sunday as well, while Susannah Sheldon accused Dorcas of afflicting her last Monday, the 25th of April. They were very specific.
Josh Hutchinson: They were. They had amazing recall and knew exactly what days, even months later. [00:03:00] Abigail Williams and Ann Putnam Jr. said that Dorcas Hoar had told them that she had recently choked a woman in Boston.
Sarah Jack: When Dorcas pinched her fingers together, Elizabeth Hubbard claimed she was pinched and showed a mark to the bystanders.
Josh Hutchinson: A judge asks, "Dorcas, why do you hurt these?"
Sarah Jack: "I have never hurt any child in my life," Dorcas said.
Josh Hutchinson: "It is you or your appearance?"
Sarah Jack: "How can I help it?"
Josh Hutchinson: "What is it from you that hurts these?"
Sarah Jack: "I never saw worse than myself."
Josh Hutchinson: "You need not see worse. They charge you with killing your husband."
Sarah Jack: "I never did, nor never saw you before."
Josh Hutchinson: "You sent for Goody Gale to cut your head off. What do you say to that?"
Sarah Jack: "I never sent for her upon that account."
Josh Hutchinson: "What do you say about killing your husband?"
Sarah Jack: Before Dorcas could answer, Susannah Sheldon charged her with coming to her with two cats and the devil's book, but told Susannah she was Sarah [00:04:00] Buckley.
Josh Hutchinson: And Dorcas said, "No, I never did. I never saw them before," meaning the afflicted people.
Sarah Jack: A judge asked, "what black cats were those you had?" She said, "I had none."
Josh Hutchinson: Mary Walcott, Susannah Sheldon, and Abigail Williams said they saw the devil whispering in Dorcas's ears.
Sarah Jack: She responded sharply, "Oh, you are liars, and God will stop the mouth of liars."
Josh Hutchinson: And a judge warned her, "You are not to speak after this manner in the court."
Sarah Jack: Dorcas said, "I will speak the truth as long as I live."
Josh Hutchinson: Mary Walcott, Susannah Sheldon, and Elizabeth Hubbard claimed the devil was whispering to Dorcas that she should never confess to witchcraft. They had really good hearing, and they could hear the whispers.
Sarah Jack: Sarah Bibber also claimed to see the devil and promptly seemed to fall into a fit.
Josh Hutchinson: A judge asks, "What do you say to those cats that sucked your breast? What are they?"
Sarah Jack: The judge [00:05:00] said this to this woman. That just is incredible. I think we lose sight of how
Sarah Jack: dehumanizing. I'm just so mad, I can't even spit it out. It makes me mad that these men talk to these women this way.
Josh Hutchinson: Yes, that it's men doing this to women.
Sarah Jack: "I had no cats," Dorcas answered
Josh Hutchinson: You do not call them cats. What are they that suck you?
Sarah Jack: The judge is talking to her about having her body sucked by evil.
Josh Hutchinson: Yes.
Sarah Jack: She says, "I never sucked none but my own child." So she's saying, "I was a good mother."
Josh Hutchinson: Mm-hmm. Dorcas denied knowing Sarah Buckley, but Sarah's husband, William, said that Dorcas had often been at their house. Dorcas said she just didn't know Sarah's name.
Sarah Jack: Susannah Sheldon and Abigail Williams claimed to see a blue bird go into Dorcas's back. The marshal struck, and several of the [00:06:00] bystanders testified that they saw a fly like a millar. So they hit her?
Josh Hutchinson: The marshal hit this woman. In court, he strikes her on the back, and they claim to see this fly like a millar, which might have been added by Samuel Parris, who, remember, he's taken the notes. It's a reference to a book on witchcraft written by Joseph Glanvill called Saducismus Triumphatus. He described a witch trial in which a woman confessed to seeing the devil in four guises, as a man, a dog, a cat, and a fly like a millar. And so Parris was probably implying that something diabolical was happening in court, that the devil was in the room.
Sarah Jack: And they were so familiar and using those guides as guidance. So that book to them was like authority. 
Josh Hutchinson: A judge asked Sarah Bibber what she saw, but she could not speak. He then asked Dorcas, [00:07:00] "What? Can you have no heart to confess?"
Sarah Jack: She replied, "I have nothing to do with witchcraft."
Josh Hutchinson: "They say the devil is whispering in your ear."
Sarah Jack: "I cannot help it if they do see it."
Josh Hutchinson: "Cannot you confess what you think of these things?"
Sarah Jack: "Why should I confess that I do not know?"
Josh Hutchinson: Susannah Sheldon cried out, "Oh, Goody Hoar, do not kill me." Then she seemed to fall into a fit. When she returned to her normal self, she said she saw the devil whispering in Dorcas's ear. She also claimed that Dorcas had brought the devil's book to her.
Sarah Jack: Dorcas said, "I have no book but the Lord's book."
Josh Hutchinson: The judge asks, "What Lord's book?"
Sarah Jack: "The Lord's Book?"
Josh Hutchinson: Some of the afflicted persons claimed someone was whispering in Dorcas's ears. Samuel Parris wrote that Dorcas said, "There is somebody will rub your ears shortly." However, she denied saying it, but many witnesses [00:08:00] said she had said it.
Sarah Jack: So it might have been more like, "There's someone will rub your ears shortly." 
Josh Hutchinson: Mm-hmm, yes 
Sarah Jack: Dorcas then said, "My meaning was God would bring things to light."
Josh Hutchinson: And a judge said, "Your meaning for God to bring the thing to light would be to deliver these poor afflicted ones. That would not rub them. This is unusual impudence to threaten before authority. Who hurts them now?"
Sarah Jack: Dorcas said, "I know not."
Josh Hutchinson: And the judge said, "They were rubbed after you had threatened them."
Sarah Jack: Mary Walcott, Abigail Williams, and Elizabeth Hubbard were led toward Dorcas, but apparently could not get near to her.
Josh Hutchinson: The judge asked, "What is the reason these cannot come near you?"
Sarah Jack: "I cannot help it," Dorcas said. I do them no wrong. They may come if they will."
Josh Hutchinson: "Why you see they cannot come near you."
Sarah Jack: "I do them no wrong."
Josh Hutchinson: And that closed out the examination. Dorcas was [00:09:00] taken into custody and jailed.
Sarah Jack: So when you're looking at these affliction accusations, it was about attempted murder. That's a very severe, violent... It's not just, "She hurts me." It was, "She's going to kill me."
Josh Hutchinson: Yes. It's attempted murder happening right in the courtroom in front of the judge's eyes and all the witnesses' eyes, this attempted murder. Plus they're accusing her of actually murdering her own husband. So they're definitely violent accusations being leveled against her.
Sarah Jack: Yeah, and I think we should really notice how they came at her, and she continued to say, "No. No, I'm innocent." Magistrates Hathorne and Corwin wrote to the jail keeper in Boston that he was to take into his custody Susannah Martin, Lydia Dustin, Dorcas Hoar, and Sarah Morey, who were under suspicion of bewitching Mary Walcott, Mary Lewis, Abigail Williams, Ann Putnam Jr., Elizabeth Hubbard, [00:10:00] Susannah Sheldon, and Sarah Bibber.
Josh Hutchinson: A May 23rd census of prisoners written by John Hathorne confirms that Dorcas and three other suspects were ordered to Boston Jail on May 2nd. However, because court finished late on that day, the four prisoners were kept in Salem Village overnight and transported to Boston the following day, the 3rd of May.
Sarah Jack: On May 14th, 1692, Rachel Tuck and Hannah Cox testified against Dorcas Hoar. They said that about three years ago, Dorcas lay in bed very sick and was being cared for by several people, including her daughters and son-in-law.
Josh Hutchinson: At one point, these caretakers went to Dorcas's bed to check on her, only to find her missing. Being scared, they all ran out of the house. As one of the caretakers ran past the stairs, someone grabbed them and held them tight.
Sarah Jack: The people who had run outside were apparently scared to go back in, but gathered their courage and went inside where they found Dorcas Hoar fully [00:11:00] dressed sitting on the stairs.
Josh Hutchinson: And still holding this person, by the way. I don't know what was going on with that, but she might've been spooked or something. Anyways, John Richards and Joseph Morgan testified against Dorcas. John was on the coroner's jury that handled the inquest into the death of William Hoar, Dorcas's husband, and John said to the others that it was necessary for them to view William's naked body.
Sarah Jack: According to John, Dorcas Hoar, the wife of the deceased, broke out in a very great passion, wringing of her hands and stamping on the floor with her feet, and said, "You wicked wretch, or wicked wretches, what, do you think I have murdered my husband?"
Josh Hutchinson: This particular testimony was used as evidence at Dorcas's trial, although it's pretty vague as far to what witchcraft is being alleged in this accusation. She's just mad. On July 2nd, [00:12:00] a grand jury hearing was held to determine if Dorcas's case would proceed to trial. She faced charges of afflicting Elizabeth Hubbard and Mary Walcott during her May 2nd examination. The indictments also state that Dorcas afflicted Elizabeth and Mary before and after May 2nd, and that the two supposedly afflicted persons were afflicted, pined, consumed, wasted, and tormented.
Sarah Jack: Sarah Bibber, Elizabeth Hubbard, Ann Putnam Jr., and Mary Walcott testified against Dorcas and owned their testimony before the grand jury. They were swearing to it.
Josh Hutchinson: Sarah Bibber, who was about 36 years old, said that Dorcas Hoar had, quote, "Most grievously tormented me a great many times with a variety of tortures." Sarah claimed to have seen Dorcas afflict others on May 2nd and said, "I verily believe in my heart that Dorcas Hoar is a witch, for since she went to prison, she has most dreadfully tortured me with a variety of tortures."
Sarah Jack: Elizabeth [00:13:00] Hubbard also described the afflictions on May 2nd and claimed Dorcas had hurt her other times as well. She too saw Dorcas afflict several others during her examination. Elizabeth closed with a declaration like the one Sarah Bibber had made,"I verily believe that Dorcas Hoar," et cetera
Josh Hutchinson: Ann Putnam Jr. testified that she was visited at the end of April by an old woman who told her that her name was Hoar. Ann then described the afflictions of May 2nd and told the court that she verily believed Dorcas was a witch, claiming that Dorcas had bit, pinched, and choked her almost to death since she had been incarcerated.
Sarah Jack: In her deposition, Mary Walcott repeated the claims about May 2nd and said she verily believed in her heart that Dorcas Hoar was a most dreadful witch.
Josh Hutchinson: You can see in these depositions, which are recorded by Ann Putnam Jr's father, Thomas, this pattern. He's using the same language as he writes all these things down. Even though they're [00:14:00] saying slightly different things, they're mostly repetitive. 
Josh Hutchinson: After deliberating, the grand jury indicted Dorcason both counts for afflicting Elizabeth Hubbard and Mary Walcott. Dorcas Hoar was going to have a trial, but that would not be held for another two months plus.
Sarah Jack: Finally, Dorcas was tried on September 6th after four months in jail. Old testimony was read at the trial, and new testimony was presented by Mary Gage, John Hale, Edward Hooper, John Lovett, Joseph Morgan, Deborah Morgan, and John Tuck.
Josh Hutchinson: In her deposition, Mary Gage stated that about nine years ago, she and her son, Josiah Wood, were at the home of Dorcas Hoar's brother-in-law, John Giles, in Beverly, and Dorcas was there. Mary said that Dorcas told her that Josiah was not long-lived. Mary asked how Dorcas knew, and Dorcas told her again that the child would not live long.
Sarah Jack: About a month later, Josiah got sick and died quickly. Around six months [00:15:00] after that, Mary asked Dorcas again how she could have foretold the death. Dorcas said that she had a doctor's book, and was acquainted with a doctor that taught her how to know.
Josh Hutchinson: Then about two years ago, Mary Gage was at the home of Benjamin Balch Sr. when his son David told her that he believed he was bewitched by Sarah Wilds, Sarah Bishop, Dorcas Hoar, and someone from Marblehead whose name he did not know. David claimed that just then, a confederacy of witches whispered together at the foot of his bed. Mary said he often cried out against Dorcas Hoar before his death.
Sarah Jack: Dorcas Hoar's minister, John Hale, testified against her. He said that for several years stories were told about Dorcas Hoar being a fortune teller who told her own fortune, that she would live poorly as long as her husband lived and would live better after he died. Dorcas also reportedly 
Sarah Jack: told Ensign Corning and his wife which of them would die first. The rumors also stated that Dorcas had a book of fortune-telling, and I want to point out [00:16:00] that specifically the ministers preached against these types of practices. So it would have been very upsetting to Hale to know that she was fortune-telling.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah, and John Hale basically tells her that. He said in his testimony that around 22 years ago, Dorcas told him that she repented for the sins of her former life and that she had borrowed a book of palmistry. He told her it was an evil book and an evil art, and she seemed to reject such practices, whereupon Hale, quote, "Had great charity for her several years."
Sarah Jack: Then about 14 years ago, Hale said he discovered that his servant was helping Dorcas Hoar's children steal items from his home. He asked his 11-year-old daughter, Rebecca, if she knew about the thefts, and she said she did, but could not reveal it to him because she had been threatened that Dorcas Hoar was a witch and had a book by which she could tell what Rebecca told her father in their own house.
Sarah Jack: Rebecca was told that if she said [00:17:00] anything, Dorcas would raise the devil to kill her. John Hale could not remember if Dorcas made the threats or if that was her children's doing.
Sarah Jack: Rebecca Hale told her father that she had seen the book, which contained many streaks and pictures and was about the size of a grammar book. Hale said not to be too hard on Dorcas, but Rebecca said she knew Dorcas was a witch and then told stories about strange things that happened in the Hale home while her mother and father were away. According to John Hale, these things were done to frighten Rebecca into silence.
Sarah Jack: John Hale asked Thomas Tuck if he knew Goody Hoar to have a book of fortune-telling, and Thomas saidshe had one with many streaks and pictures that was the size of a grammar book.
Josh Hutchinson: After Rebecca Hale died in 1681, one of her friends told her father that she had said she lived in fear for her life until she was calmed by a Bible verse, Matthew 10:28, which says, "Fear not them which can kill the body, [00:18:00] but are not able to kill the soul."
Sarah Jack: Minister Hale said other things were spoken about Dorcas and witchcraft. In fact, an unnamed friend complained about her to Major Daniel Denison, a magistrate. Denison questioned William Hoar about Dorcas's book, and William told him that the book belonged to John Samson and had been returned long ago. The matter was dropped then.
Josh Hutchinson: When people began talking of witchcraft in Salem Village in 1692, John Hale heard people in Beverly talking about Dorcas Hoar again. So he went and visited Dorcas in Boston prison after she had been arrested in May 1692 and learned that she had been told her fortune by a shipmaster when she was first married.
Sarah Jack: Dorcas said she had predicted that Ensign Corning's wife would die before him because of a streak she saw under one of, she saw
Josh Hutchinson: under her eyes. She said she had never seen the devil or any spirit, except once she had seen a ghost, which she believed was the ghost of old Thomas Tuck, who had just died. Dorcas had run from the [00:19:00] ghost and escaped it.
Josh Hutchinson: Hale said that Dorcas told him the fortune book was about the size of a child's psalter, a book of Psalms, and that it did belong to John Samson. She said she had not told a fortune ever since Hale had told her that it was an evil act.
Josh Hutchinson: Sometime after this jailhouse visit, John Hale spoke with John Samson about the book, and John Samson said he did have a book of palmistry when he lived at the whorehouse. However, he said it was a different size, and he'd sold it in the Casco Bay region of Maine about 30 years ago. So John Hale goes through great lengths to track down this book and can't come up with it. And the timeline is different depending who he talks to. So was this 22 years ago that she had a book, or was it 30 years ago before this guy sold it? 
Sarah Jack: And there's no way any of these people were gonna show the book
Josh Hutchinson: Right. Yeah. They [00:20:00] just say, "Yeah, I saw it, but it went over there."
Sarah Jack: Mm-hmm. Specter. Yeah. Mm-hmm
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah, that kind of thing. 15-year-old Edward Hooper testified that he was at Dorcas Hoar's house when John Neal brought in one of Dorcas's hens, which he had killed because it was damaging his boss's corn. Dorcas told John Neal that he should be never the better for it before the week was out. Unfortunately, Edward Hooper doesn't tell us if anything happened to John Neal that week.
Sarah Jack: John Lovett testified that in June he was visiting his grandmother, Susannah Roots, in the Boston prison when Dorcas Hoar asked whether he knew of any witnesses that would come in against her. He told her he didn't know of any.
Josh Hutchinson: Dorcas allegedly asked John Lovett if Goodman Whittredge would testify about his cow, and John told her that he did believe that Whittredge would testify.
Sarah Jack: Joseph and Deborah Morgan testified that Dorcas Hoar was at their house once pretending to tell fortunes. She said that [00:21:00] Joseph would die before Deborah and that their oldest daughter would not live to adulthood.
Josh Hutchinson: Joseph also claimed that he was part of the coroner's jury following the death of Dorcas's husband, William Hoar. When the jurors wanted the body stripped, Dorcas became very angry and said, "What do you think? That I have killed my husband, you wretches, you?"
Sarah Jack: Deborah Morgan said that she asked Dorcas Hoar how she knew that Morgan's oldest daughter would not live to be a woman. Dorcas told her she had observed some veins about her eyes.
Josh Hutchinson: 18-year-old John Tuck testified that he was at Dorcas Hoar's house around three years ago when John Neal brought that hen to Dorcas and complained about it damaging his master, Thomas Whittredge's corn. He heard Dorcas tell John Neal that, "It should be the worst week's work that he ever did."
Sarah Jack: And 15-year-old Joseph Tuck said he was also there with his brother John and heard Dorcas's threat.
Josh Hutchinson: So after hearing all the evidence, the trial jury returned a verdict of [00:22:00] guilty on both counts. On September 10th, Dorcas and five other recently convicted persons were condemned to die by hanging. Nine others were condemned on September 17th. Of these 15 people sentenced to death in September, eight were hanged on September 22nd. The others escaped or were confessors who were held to be executed at a later date.
Sarah Jack: After being condemned, Dorcas falsely confessed to being guilty of witchcraft and accused others when John Hale and three other ministers showed a small measure of mercy in petitioning the court to postpone her execution by a month. Hale, Nicholas Noyes, Daniel Epps Jr., and John Emerson Jr. argued that Dorcas needed time to prepare her soul. They said that they hoped this extension would save a soul and motivate others to confess to witchcraft. 
Josh Hutchinson: The justices agreed to the extension. In the end, this allowed Dorcas Hoar to survive the Salem witch trials because the Court of Oyer and Terminer was shut down [00:23:00] late in October 1692, and Dorcas was reprieved by the governor in January 1693 and soon released from jail.
Sarah Jack: According to a later account by former Salem Village minister Deodat Lawson, Dorcas "had one lock of hair of a very great length. Four foot and seven inches long by measure, this lock was of a different color from all the rest, which was short and gray. It grew on the hinder part of her head and was matted together like an elf-lock. The court ordered it to be cut off, to which she was very unwilling and said she was told if it were cut off, she would die or be sick. Yet the court ordered her hair to be cut."
Josh Hutchinson: After the witch trials, Dorcas and her family relocated to Rehoboth, Massachusetts, which is located just east of Providence, Rhode Island. Curiously, Edward and Sarah Bishop also moved to Rehoboth. If you remember from earlier in the show, David Balch accused Sarah Bishop and her mother, Sarah [00:24:00] Wilds, of conspiring with Dorcas Hoar to afflict him.
Sarah Jack: Dorcas Hoar continued to live until about 1711.
Josh Hutchinson: And the General Court of Massachusetts reversed her conviction, along with many others, on October 17th, 1711.
Sarah Jack: Thank you for listening to The Thing About the Salem Witch Trials podcast.
Josh Hutchinson: You should see what's happening over on our Salem Witch Hunt Facebook page. There's so much going on. We're posting new information every day about the witch trials straight from the records, and you wanna check that out, facebook.com/salemwitchhunt. Thank you. 
