Haunted History: Salem Witch Trials Ghosts
Josh Hutchinson: [00:00:00] Welcome to The Thing About the Salem Witch Trials. I'm Josh Hutchinson.
Sarah Jack: This is Sarah Jack. This October, everyone seems to be talking about haunted history.
Josh Hutchinson: They've got a new haunted history trail over in Connecticut. There's a haunted objects museum in Salem now, and people are talking about all of it.
Sarah Jack: Salem is the original place of haunted happenings.
Josh Hutchinson: And we're gonna talk to you about some of the original hauntings that were reported back in 1692 during the Salem Witch Trials.
Sarah Jack: In the examinations, the stories that were written down are about ghosts and specters.
Josh Hutchinson: Yes. The ghosts of the recently deceased and specters of the still living, people accused of witchcraft [00:01:00] appearing in all sorts of places, in victims' homes, in pastures, celebrating sabbats, afflicting people, scaring people.
Sarah Jack: These ghosts tended to appear a certain way, often dressed in what they called winding sheets, burial shrouds, or napkins on their heads. 
Sarah Jack: The alleged witches of the Salem Witch Trials weren't just accused of using bad magic. They were being accused of murder, and testimony against them for murder was coming from the mouths of ghosts.
Sarah Jack: From the ghosts by way of generally the afflicted people who could see these sorts of things. They could see the specters and the ghosts that the judges and everybody else in the courtroom couldn't see. And so they were the [00:02:00] interpreters of all of these experiences, and generally these ghosts were coming back to say that, "The person who's hurting you murdered me, and you have to talk to the justices right away or I'm gonna get you." So today we're gonna give you a breakdown of major ghost sightings and testimonies recorded in the Salem Witch Trials. And we have referred to some of these stories during our Salem Witch Trial daily podcast episodes, and also on this podcast too, and probably also on The Thing About Witch Hunts podcast. To go with the season, we're really gonna take a good look at it today.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah, we're really gonna take a good look at these things. One of the major sightings was reported by Ann Putnam Jr. On May 9th, the 12-year-old Ann said that she saw [00:03:00] two women in winding sheets who appeared to her at her bedside alongside the specter of former Salem Village minister, Reverend George Burroughs.
Josh Hutchinson: So it's these two ghosts with a specter, so it's two different kinds of apparition that she's seeing at the same time. They can come together. And the ghosts' faces flushed red with anger as they confronted Burroughs, declaring their blood cried out for vengeance. When Burroughs vanished, the ghosts turned pale and revealed to Ann that they were Burroughs' first two wives.
Josh Hutchinson: The first wife pulled aside her winding sheet to show a fatal wound under her left arm sealed with wax, while the second wife stated she was murdered while traveling on a vessel.
Sarah Jack: This is such a fantastic, detailed event that Ann Putnam Jr. is claiming to have experienced. You have this alleged witch coming in [00:04:00] its diabolical specter form, but his deceased wife's challenge him right there in this affliction. How does a 12-year-old come up with that?
Josh Hutchinson: I know, and the part where she lifts aside the winding sheet to reveal the murder wound, like, wow, that's a great detail,
Josh Hutchinson: uh, to think of. But yeah, how, how, how did she come up with this? Was it her parents naming these things or claiming that these murders had taken place? Somebody in her life must have told her there were rumors about George Burroughs murdering his first two wives.
Sarah Jack: But there's more. She had more ghost stories to tell. She also claimed she was visited by the ghosts of Jane Lawson, the wife of former minister Deodat Lawson, and her daughter. They accused Burroughs, too, of murdering them out of jealousy, as [00:05:00] well as a ghost of Goodman Fuller's first wife, who claimed Burroughs killed her over a dispute with her husband. 
Sarah Jack: Ann was prettyfamous for adding more names to the story and accusing more witches
Josh Hutchinson: Hmm. Yes. Yeah, she really, like, heightened the threat of the witches and what they were doing, and this also tells you that witches were operating in the area for years before the actual Salem witch crisis happened, because he killed those wives years before 1692. And Ann would've been an even younger child when his, when Burroughs' wives actually died. She was a pretty young child and hadn't really known him, so, um, she's coming up with a lot of detail in these accusations that she wasn't there for.[00:06:00] 
Sarah Jack: Good point. 
Josh Hutchinson: Ghosts sometimes appeared in numbers, not just one or two at a time. But in one case, there were 13 ghosts that were lying dead in the courtroom before Susannah Sheldon, Mary Walcott, Elizabeth Hubbard, and Ann Putnam Jr. during the examination of Martha Carrier. All of these ghosts were crying out that they had died in the 1690 smallpox outbreak because of Martha Carrier, and this was a real belief. There were really rumors that Martha Carrier had killed those 13 people, or that she was at least the source of the smallpox coming into the community of Andover.
Josh Hutchinson: And so the girls took that information from the community and they turned it into an allegation.
Sarah Jack: Where they were screaming about these dead people [00:07:00] being before them. The chaotic courtroom scenes that we imagine, I think sometimes Hollywood makes us think that they were just kind of, like, hysterical. But they were, like, really strategic in what they were saying, and were screaming about ghosts.
Josh Hutchinson: They were calculated because they did also, um, orchestrate some of their activity in the courtrooms. But with the ghosts, I mean, could you just imagine seeing 13 dead people all of a sudden i- in a courtroom lying between you and the person you're accusing of bewitching you? Like, I would be screaming. So I'm sure, you know, for them to convince their audience that they were presenting these allegations to, they had to be really terrified.
Sarah Jack: Yeah. You mentioned Susannah Sheldon. She saw a very special kind of haunting being.
Josh Hutchinson: She saw, and this [00:08:00] might not technically be a ghost, it seems more like an angelic figure, because she describes him as a shining man or white man, meaning that he was radiant and glowing. 
Josh Hutchinson: He comes to protect her from the specter of John Willard. So he's trying to intervene in a witchcraft attack, by a living person who's showing up as a specter, 
Josh Hutchinson: and then this angelic figure raised his hands to banish Willard's apparition and pulled aside the burial shrouds of murder victims to expose their wounds, including one ghost who pulled a pitchfork from his left side to show how Willard had killed him.
Sarah Jack: If I was one of the adults, I would've been so jealous that I was a kid. Like, I'm trying to think, like, it's not just like you have these teens and young women saying they're seeing things that nobody else sees, but there is, like, a complicated scenario [00:09:00] playing out to have an angel essentially tattling and proving invisibly that John Willard is this harmful witch.
Sarah Jack: Yeah, it would be great if you could see this kind of scene in a movie about the Salem Witch Trials. Like, what were the afflicted people saying was going on, and what were the testimony that the judges and jurors are hearing is this stuff about these 13 ghosts and the ghost with the pitchfork in his side. And like, I mean, if I became a ghost, I think I'd pull the pitchfork out myself. 
Josh Hutchinson: When Rebecca Nurse is talked about, I don't know if people realize, like, how hard and vehemently Ann Putnam Sr. came after her. Right. Ann was very committed to seeing Rebecca Nurse put in prison and[00:10:00] receiving justice.
Sarah Jack: Yeah. Now, she was a grieving mother. She had lost an infant recently.We know that Rebecca Nurse was innocent, but we don't know why Ann Sr was so locked on Rebecca. As you said, she was very committed to getting her in prison and getting her convicted. And she was grieving. We know her own loss had been recent, of a child, but she had other grief that she was coping with, and it was the death of six deceased nieces from Boston appeared in visions, and she stated that they called her Auntie, so they recognized her. This is our aunt, Ann Putnam, and they told her that Rebecca Nurse had murdered them.
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah. That's a pretty sad one, because you just think about the [00:11:00] grief that Ann must have had for her sister and those children, and knowing what she'd been through with her six-week-old infant daughter, Sarah, passing away.you know, she must have felt so much for her sister and those children. Yeah
Sarah Jack: If, you know, there wasn't any fraud here, she would've then had to have been concerned that her own daughter was next.
Josh Hutchinson: Oh, right. And her, her other children. 
Josh Hutchinson: Our next ghost was something different from the others that we've talked about, because this was the ghost of somebody who was accused of witchcraft, supposedly coming back after she had been hanged. And this is Mary Esty. And, um, Mary Herrick, a 17-year-old who claimed to be afflicted, claimed in November testimony that just [00:12:00] after Mary Esty was executed September 22nd, she came back and Mary Esty's ghost, said to Mary Herrick, "I am innocent. I have come to vindicate my cause," and cried out for justice.
Josh Hutchinson: I just think it's super significant since Mary Esty wrote a petition to the governor saying she was innocent, and that Mary Herrick latched onto this innocence.
Josh Hutchinson: Oh, yeah.
Sarah Jack: This... So I just wondered what the justice part would be, but I, I don't know. It's hard for me, because of the way Mary wrote her petition, it's hard for me to see, to think... It's hard for me to see how the afflicted would even think she would... I mean, she, she hadn't, like some of the other accused witches were so like, well, we don't know, I guess. But I was just thinking like
Sarah Jack: Martha Corey, 
Josh Hutchinson: got it. Um, because, uh, [00:13:00] she said, it specifically says, um, "Esty said and spoke. She came to tell her she had been put to death wrongfully and was innocent of witchcraft, and she came to vindicate her cause," so declare her innocence, "and she cried, 'Vengeance, vengeance.'"
Josh Hutchinson: So instead of justice, she's, the words that are being put in her mouth are vengeance, which 
Sarah Jack: there you have it. 
Josh Hutchinson: other ghosts are saying.
Josh Hutchinson: So I think that she just made her act like the other ghosts.
Sarah Jack: Yeah. Plus, think about this, like, when we think of ghost stories, and curses, and even modern-day horror, it's always about vengeance, and in the Salem witch trials, they were viewing this recently hanged woman as wanting vengeance. It's a vengeance
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah. I think they just make that assumption because all the other ghosts want vengeance, and it just seems like [00:14:00] it was a belief that at least the afflicted persons had, that if they were to come back as a ghost, I suppose, that they would be crying for vengeance. That's just how they saw what ghosts did.
Sarah Jack: Mm-hmm. And even the angel of light, it was a, in a, way vengeance, 'cause he, it was intervening and stopping in a vengeful way.
Josh Hutchinson: The wives of Burroughs had flushed faces, but they weren't the only ones. They weren't. There were eight ghosts in burial shrouds that appeared to Job Tookey, who happens to be an ancestor of mine.
Josh Hutchinson: He was interesting character, but he spent some time in jail during the Salem Witch Trials on suspicion of witchcraft. And Mary Walcotttestified that eight ghosts in burial shrouds appeared to him, noting that the ghosts appeared pale when speaking to others, but
Josh Hutchinson: turned bright red with anger whenever they turned to face Job Tookey.
Sarah Jack: IWe [00:15:00] mentioned John Willard's confrontation with the angel of light in Susanna Sheldon's story, but his family were his main accusers, and they presented a note signed by 11 people. 
Sarah Jack: This note comes after John Willard's 16-year-old nephew, Daniel Wilkins, dies. He's one of the first people to die during the Salem Witch Trials. It's like a death that pushes the witch trials forward, and in this note, his family claims that they saw ghosts of Dan Wilkins and the others that were murdered by John hovering around him in the courtroom. It sounds like A Christmas Carol.
Josh Hutchinson: It wasn't just Rebecca Nurse killing [00:16:00] the nieces of the Putnams. These afflicted girls claimed she murdered a whole bunch of other community members. They said she was responsible for Goodman Hartwood's death, Benjamin Porter's death, Rebecca Shepherd, and the three-year-old daughter, Elizabeth. 
Sarah Jack: They described Rebecca pushing Goodman Hartwood off a cart and Rebecca striking the breath out of him.
Josh Hutchinson: Wow. I can't imagine Rebecca Nurse doing that kind of thing, but
Sarah Jack: I
Josh Hutchinson: j- it's testimony against her, so of course it's making her look really, really bad.
Sarah Jack: Another one of the ghost stories that came out comes from June 8th, when 18-year-old Elizabeth Booth claimed that she was visited by a group of ghosts, which included her stepfather, Michael Shaflin, as well as Robert Stone, George Needham, Thomas Gould Sr., Hugh Jones, Elizabeth [00:17:00] Shaw, John Felton's wife, and Dr. Zerubbabel Endicott, who's a pretty well-known dude because he was the son of Governor John Endicott, and so everybody knew this particular ghost that came around, or they knew him in his life. And so according to Elizabeth, Michael Shaflin claimed that Elizabeth Procter had killed him out of resentment for not being called as a healer when he was ill. And then Elizabeth Shaw's spirit claimed that she was murdered jointly by Elizabeth Procter and John Willard
Sarah Jack: If you look at the accused that hanged, there's probably a ghost story about them, including Bridget Bishop. Susan Sheldon had a ghost story for her. She said that the ghosts of Thomas Green's deceased twins accused Bridget Bishop of murdering [00:18:00] them.
Josh Hutchinson: Susannah Sheldon also testified that the ghost of Joseph Rabson appeared to her and explained that Philip English had drowned him at sea by causing his boat to capsize. 
Josh Hutchinson: We talk about the afflicted girls, but there were afflicted boys and afflicted men and women. So one of these boys, 16-year-old John DeRich, testified that the ghosts of Ann and John Small appeared to him, and these ghosts didn't just, like, make idle or vague threats against him if he didn't go and tell the magistrates that George Jacobs Sr. had killed them. They didn't just make that little threat. They said that they were going to tear him to pieces if he did not report to the magistrates that George Jacobs Sr. had killed them. And DeRich also claimed to see Mary Warren's deceased mother appearing alongside a white-clad man to [00:19:00] accuse Goodwife Parker and Bridget Bishop of her death.
Sarah Jack: And Alice Parker was hanged as well as Bridget Bishop. 
Sarah Jack: There was testimony recorded against Sarah Good that both the spirit of Sarah Good and the infant who died in Boston, because the community turned its back on the infant, but they're saying in the testimony that this infant is blaming its mother for its death. That is something. 
Josh Hutchinson: It's cruel. They're killing the mother, and they're also blaming her before they kill her. They're blaming her for murdering her own child. It's sickening, you know?
Josh Hutchinson: So, the Sarah Good accusation here is from Johanna Childen. This is June 28th testimony, and she's saying [00:20:00] that back on the 2nd of June, this apparition appeared to her with the small child. So this is kind of an indication that the child had died before June 2nd, and that that was known by witnesses.
Josh Hutchinson: And so she comes up with this murder accusation, and then not only that, she said that Sarah Good's apparition told her that she gave the child to the devil. Which we don't see a lot of that in the Salem witch trials, giving children to the devil, though we do see a lot of accusations of parents making their children be witches.
Josh Hutchinson: But just giving them to the devil, killing them and giving it to the devil, I don't think we have another accusation like that
Sarah Jack: Yeah. That's interesting 'cause it's mostly what the devil is promising. [00:21:00] Of course, he doesn't pay up
Josh Hutchinson: Never. Yeah.
Sarah Jack: But it's almost like when you take into consideration that we know that Dorothy Good, the daughter, was an accused witch, and so Baby Good is a witch, too in their
Josh Hutchinson: Yeah, think about that. Yeah, you just come out of the womb and you're already a witch, because your mother was supposed to be one. Um, that inheritance of witchcraft s- led to a lot of multiple generation accusations, very tragically.
Sarah Jack: Haunted history is a fun way to look at history, but when you look at history that has haunts in it, and it's used to victimize innocent people, it's not quite as fun. And it's important to know that when we're looking at the Salem Witch Trials, [00:22:00] that that was used to harm innocent people, stories of ghosts 
Sarah Jack: with murderous accusations
Josh Hutchinson: And be sure that you check out what's going on over on our Facebook page. It's Salem Witch Hunt, facebook.com/ / salemwitchhunt. That's how you get there. Or just go to Facebook and look up Salem Witch Hunt. It's us.
Josh Hutchinson: We've been doing this for about 12 years, running this page, and we're just so thrilled about what's going on right now, the posts that we're able to share, and the conversations that we're able to have with all of you.
Josh Hutchinson: So be sure to check that out
Sarah Jack: Yeah, we're learning a lot about descendants' research, and myths that are getting debunked, and just what parts of this history are really meaningful to people today. all right there on the Facebook page. [00:23:00] Oh, plus there's another cool thing. You can subscribe. Our subscribers get something very specific from us that we're not posting for everybody else.
Josh Hutchinson: Our subscribers get analysis of actual Salem Witch Trials documents. So we go and look at the records and accounts of the trials, and we analyze those and explain who's who and what's what and why these things were happening.
Sarah Jack: So that's what we give them, but when you subscribe, you're supporting this work. It's just a couple bucks a month. So it's a really fun way to support us and have this special engagement with us.
